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Can anyone stop these Dark Multiverse nightmares? 
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. Mei PED. 
J) | SUPERMAN SBGAPED 


i BATTERY. IF TH 


BATMAN... 
I HEAR...A 
HORRIBLE 
NO/SE... 


CRIME 
ALLEY...? 


BRUCE, HALL 

IS GONE, TURNED 
INTO SOME DEMON 
OF BARBATOS. AND 
THE FORGE-- 


FOCUS, 
\ SUPERMAN! 


CARTER 
HALL, LISTEN 
TO Me! 


DON'T 
YOU SAY IT, 
CLARK-- 


BATS! 

THE BAD NEWS 
SWAUGH= |S 
HARVEY HERE 
SAWED YOUR KIDS 
IN HALF. 


NO! NO, I 
WON'T FALL 
FOR IT THIS 

TIME! 


DANIEL SAID 


(THE METAL IN THIS 


FORGE CAN SLAY 
BARBATOS IF IT’S 
BRIGHT. 


y 


OPEN YOUR 
EYES! WE'RE TOO 
LATE! THE FORGE 

HAS GONE DARK! ALL 
IT CREATES ARE... 
NIGHTMARES. WE 
HAVE TO REGROUP 

AND-- 


NO! BARBATOS 
MADE ME LOSE HOPE 


ONCE BEFORE! NEVER 


AGAIN! 


NO! THERE 
HAS TO BE 
SOME LIGHT 
LEFT IN THE 
METAL! 


THE GOOD 
7 News--vou 
| yAve TWICE 


f AS MANY 
NOW. 


“nu -WE NEED TO 
GET DOWN TO 
THE BOTTOM!" 


HOLY...WHERE 
IN THE HELL DID 
YOUR CHUM-HOLE 
\ TAKE US, 


| : AQUAMAN? 


THE SOFTNESS OF 
THE ROCK...IT APPEARS 
WE'RE...AT THE PLANET'S 
CORE. TOO DEEP TO 
CONTACT THE REST OF 
THE LEAGUE. 


GODS...THAT 


MAGMA EXTRACT, 
THOUGH...IT'S ENCASED 
IN SOME FORM OF 
ATLANTEAN TECHNOLOGY... 
PROTECTING US FROM 
THE HEAT... 


LOOKS LIKE 
WHOEVER KILLED 
YOUR GUARDS HAS 
BEEN HERE, TOO. 
WHAT WAS THIS 
PLACE FOR? 


OUR HISTORY 
SAYS THAT KING ARION THIS 
SAVED ATLANTIS THROUGH TECHNOLOGY.. .IT'S 
ANCIENT MAGIC SPUN AT THE NOT JUST ATLANTEAN. 
CORE OF THE EARTH. BUT IT'S SOME KIND OF 
THIS, DEATHSTROKE... HYBRID...? 


LOOK, I CAN 
SENSE N7H METAL f 

IN THAT ORB. CAN a IT'S A MIX 

YOU OPERATE THIS : OF ANCIENT 
THING? TECHNOLOGIES, 

BUT THE 

FOUNDATION IS 

A ATLANTEAN. 


$0, YES. 


HERE'S THE DAMN OW SWITCH?” 


DAMMIT. EVERY TIME I TRY TO 
MAKE A CONSTRUCT, MY TRAIN OF 
THOUGHT DERAILS. WE NEED TO REACH 
y WONDER WOMAN OR CYBORG. 


J STARRO |S JAMMING 

/ Wy YOU, GREEN LANTERN. WE 

rE HAVE TO FIND ANOTHER WAY 
OUT! IF THEY GET CONTROL 

OF PLASTIC MAN... 


> 


ah 


EEL O'BRIEN 
WASN'T SPECIAL. 
HE WAS JUST A 
THIEF. 


ONE NIGHT, HE 
FELL INTO A VAT OF 
CHEMICALS. MY BEST 
GUESS, SOME ATTEMPT BY 
THE OWLS OR S.7.A.2. 
LABS TO APPROXIMATE 
COSMIC METALS. 


SINCE DARK 
ENERGY STARTED 
RISING, THE 
NIGHTMARES OF 
EVERY LIVING THING 
RUN THROUGH HIS 
HEAD, TRYING 
TO PULL HIM 
TOWARD 
EVIL. 


NOW HIS 
MOLECULAR STRUCTURE | 
CHANGES WITH HIS DESIRES. 
HIS BODY |S A SUPER- 
CONDUCTOR FOR COSMIC 
ENERGIES, WHICH IS WHY 
~ THEY'RE AFTER HIM. 


PLASTIC MAN? 

WE CAME HERE 
FOR NTH METAL, 
MR. TERRIFIC. WHAT'S 
SO DAMN SPEC/AL 
ABOUT THIS GUY 
ANYWAY? 


BUT HE KEPT 
HELPING ME. WHEN 
THE THOUGHTS FINALLY 
BECAME TOO MUCH, HE 
RETRACTED INTO THAT EGG. 
HE'S FIGHTING OFF MILLIONS 
OF DARK IMPULSES EVERY 
SECOND. HE'S A HERO, 
AND...MY FRIEND... 
IF THEY-- 


THEY WON'T, 
MICHAEL. BUT IN 
HERE WE'RE 
HELPLESS. 


AND 
JUST WHO 
ARE YOU, 
BIRDIE? 


FUNNY 
YOU SHOULD 
ASK... 


Wh 


ZS 
Z|) 


NN 


J'ONN, |S IT ¥ 

REALLY YOU? 

WHERE THE 
HELL-- 


I'VE BEEN | 
HERE ON THANAGAR 
PRIME, EXPLORING THE 
VERY QUESTIONS YOU'VE 
BEEN ASKING, YOURSELF. 
WHY THIS PLACE AND 
OTHERS WERE KEPT 
SECRET...BUT THERE'S 
NO TIME NOW! 


MARTIAN 
MANHUNTER...?7 


WE MUST GET 
PLASTIC MAN. I HAVE 
YOUR SPHERES, DR. HOLT. 
AND I CAN BLOCK STARRO. 
BUT ARE YOU WELL 
ENOUGH To-- 


yY ...I'M GOING 
TO KICK 

THAT SPACE 

STARFISH'S 


CTECHNICALLY, 
HE DOESN'T ASS. 
HAVE AN 


ASS.) 


OH, 
BELIEVE 
ME... 


TRAITOR! : 
YOU'D SELL OUT 
THE WORLD FOR YOUR } 
KINGDOM OF SAND, 
BLACK ADAM? 


J. 
FOR A NEW 
DARK WORLD 
WHERE KAHNDAQ |} 
THRIVES, YES. A® 


I'VE LIVED LONG a 
ENOUGH TO KNOW WHEN 
TO FIGHT AND WHEN TO * 
DEAL, WONDER WOMAN! AND [Re 
THERE ARE ONLY REASONS j y 
_ TO COMPROMISE HERE! @ 


A 


EB OS 
YOu FIVE = 
DS not 10. a 


quae, o.. 


THAT'S WHAT 
HE WANTS You 
TO BELIEVE! THINK 
OF BATMAN AND 
SUPERMAN, FIGHTING 
DOWN IN THE DARK! 
THINK OF CARTER! IF 
WE CAN FIND HIS 
M. 


NEVER, FOR ALL 
ROADS LEAD TO 
DARKNESS. 


ie ae 


RY THERE /S 
NO MACE HERE, 
FOOL! AND 
HALL... 


",.-HALL IS 
LOST TO ! 
THE DARK.” |i 


rT 


KEEP GOING, 
CLARK! HUFF HUFF J DIANA, THE 
LEAVE ME! YOU CAN... a EAGUE...THEY’LL 
YOU CAN MAKE IT | “a : STILL BE FIGHTING. 
DOWN TO THE y- iy \. WE HAVE TO KEEP 
FORGE... é hs, 7 FIGHTING T-- 


THE 
FORGE |S 
DARK, BRUCE. 
I WANT TO FIGHT, 
TOO, BUT THERE'S 
NOWHERE TO 
GO. WE NEED 
TO RETREAT! 
PLEASE... 


NO/l 
THERE 
ISN'T! “TO RETREAT,” 
SCOUGH COUGH= 
“TO RETREAT |S 
TO WALK ALONE, TO 
EXPLORE |S TO WALK 
WITH GENERATIONS, 
DEAD AND ALIVE, 
IN AN ACT OF 
LOVE...” 


I CAME HERE 
DECADES AGO SEEKING 
THE MAN WHO WROTE THOSE 
WORDS IN HIS JOURNAL, 
THE GREAT HERO, 
HAWKMAN! 


THAT'S RIGHT, 


BRUCE, 
THE FORGE... gc ai 


aia SCOUGHS... 


DAMN RIGHT. 
THAT HERO, 
CARTER HALL, 
HE'S LONG 


“CARTER HALL, HE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN THE GREATEST ‘ 
DETECTIVE IN HUMAN HISTORY. KK SSS 


fits, "A MAN WHO CARRIED 
_ ) THE TORCH OF D/SCOVERY 
FORWARD... 


",. LIGHTING THE 
DARKNESS, NO 
MATTER HOW 
TERRIFYING THE 
MYSTERY. 


IN | oe Lis 
"A HERO WHO PUSHED 
| a ‘ "EVEN WHEN 7" " 
SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE HE SOUGHT... 
TO FIND... MeleaacteM 
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YOU MEAN \ 
CARTER HALL’S MACE? 
MADE OF NtH METAL? ee 

sUNH= WHICH IS LIKE THE 


YOU HAVE 
NO CHANCE 
OF WINNING HERE! 
YOU MIGHT HAVE 
FOUND THE MACE, 
BUT IT CHANGES 
NOTHING! 


HYPER-CONDUCTIVE? , 
MEANING...IT ABSORBS , KINU YOURE 
AND STORES 


I THINK 
WHAT YOU'RE 
TRYING TO SAY, 


; Jaa 
‘ee Ko." OH SH... 


eee YS 


| COULD GET 
USED TO 
you. 


THIS ISN'T. 


§ THE END...SUPERMAN, 
BATMAN...MY 
FRIENDS, THEY'LL 
FIND A WAY... 


...BUT THANK YOU, SLADE. 
FOR BRINGING ME HERE. STILL, 
I DON'T UNDERSTAND. 


WHAT CLIRSED WHY? 
DEAL DID ARION STRIKE TO BECAUSE IT'S 
SAVE OUR CITY? MY KINGDOM. IF 
HOW WAS I UNAWARE? SOME INFERNAL 
7S ANCIENT BARGAIN WAS 


FISHTORY, PAL. WHAT \_ MADE-- 
I'VE LEARNED IS THAT 
PEOPLE MAKE THE DEALS 
THEY NEED TO SURVIVE. LOOK, WE 
BEYOND THAT, WHY HAVE WHAT 
SHOULD You WE NEED. NtuH 
CARE? METAL. 


WELL, 
AT LEAST 
IT MAKES 
NO/SE! 


IF You 
F WY ASK ME, THE 

| ANSWERS IN 

' 4 Vy /\] FRONT OF your 

| : i | FACE ARE 

jj i , ALWAYS WHAT 

Si } x MATTER. 


THAT 
MEANS IT'S 
WORKING! I 

NEVER THOUGHT 
I'D SAY 
THIS... 


BEYOND 
THOSE, 
BETTER NOT A 
TO KNO-- Ve 
AGH! 


iy Lo 
DEATHSTROKE! 


YOU'D HAVE 
BEEN W/SE TO 
LISTEN TO HIM, 
AQUAMAN... 


BUT THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT I WANT. 
SEE, I'VE MADE A PACT 
WITH BARBATOS. 


SEEMS I KNOW 
MORE ABOUT THE 
SECRETS OF YOUR 

KINGDOM THAN YOU 


ar) 


AP 


LISTEN 2UNH= \ 
LISTEN TO ME...THE 
WHOLE WORLD WILL NSS 
S/NK \|F WE DON'T 

STOP THIS! 


IN THE DARK, I WILL 
RULE AN UNDERWATER EARTH. 
ENDLESS OCEANS WHERE YOUR 
: PEOPLE ARE ENSLAVED. 3 


AND YOU JUST 
MADE IT ALL POSSIBLE. 
BY VENTURING OUT OF J 
FAMILIAR WATERS... 


~~ hae 
0, 


=, 


i 9 / AG. SS. 
: lig } : 


"AND RIGHT 
INTO THEIR 
TRAP. 


pa 
HAVE SEEN 
MANY THINGS 
~:| ACROSS MANY 
~‘) UNIVERSES, BUT 
) THAT WAS 
NEW. 


I TOLD 
YOU HE HAD 


YOU CAN'T WIN, 
FOOLS. ALL ROADS 
LEAD TO HIM! you 

WILL FIND ONLY 

DARKNESS. 


My 8007'S 
ABOUT TO FIND YOUR 
DARKNESS. NOW GIVE 

US PLASTIC MAN 
BACK. 


HE'S ONE 
OF WS. 


LISTEN TO 
THE MAN, 
SYNN. 


HEH. ALL 
RIGHT. You 


See 

IT TI 

coe? take WHAT GOOD 
IT. 


IT DOES 
you! 


THE PHOENIX IF WE CAN 
CANNON |S DESIGNED * ACTIVATE IT, WE 


TO BRIGHTEN NTH METAL MIGHT BE ABLE Sf 
AT THE CORE OF THE TORA/SE THE KG 
EARTH, SHOULD THE PLANET. 

PLANET EVER BEGIN TO 

SINK INTO THE eB é 
DARK! “ia Bay a) , WHAT DO 
4 = PM you MEAN? 


IT'S BEEN 
ENTIRELY 
\ REVERSED BY 
CAN you eM 7 SOMEONE. 


OPERATE IT, 
MR. TERRIFIC? 


I CAN TRY. 
BUT THE POLARITY... 
SOMETHING'S WRONG 
WITH IT. 


ALL 
PART OF THE 
BATTLE PLAN, 

LANTERN... 


li 


NO...NO, 

IT WILL NOT 
END THIS WAY. 
IT'S A LIE. IT'S 

MANIPULA- 


IT IS OVER, 


WONDER WOMAN! 


SURRENDER! 


AND AT THE VERY 
LEAST, I WILL MAKE 
YOU SEE... 


NO TIME FOR 
THAT NOW. TELL ME, CAN 
THIS PORTAL TAKE US 
TO BARBATOS? 


YOU ARE 
KENDRA 
SAUNDERS. 


YES, BUT...THE 
EARTH...IT’S SUNK 
i i TOO FAR, I CAN FEEL 
REMEMBER... }f iy IT. IF HIS CRY HAS 
THE LASSO, |e . )\ BROUGHT FORTH HIS 
Mase \ ARMIES, THERE'S 


WE CAN DO 
THIS, KENDRA. IF WE 
JUST GET THERE BEFORE 
THE EARTH SINKS 
TOO... 


— . ” NO...IT'S NOT, OLD 
BRUCE, I'M... FRIEND...AND WHEREVER 
I'M SORRY. - THIS TAKES US, WE'LL 
SUNH= WE'LL GO 


j 7 P : . TOGETHER. t ..-DIANA, THE 
IT'S wor * P OTHERS...WE’LL 
OVER! ty , a WIN! W-- 
, __ on : ET - = Sa 


YELL SO LOUD, 
BARBATOS AND 
THAT LAUGHING 
BATMAN'S EARS 
BURST. SO LOUD, 
THEY UNDER- 
STAND... 


IT’S NOT 
A SCREAM. 
IT'S NEVER A 
SCREAM! 


WHAT 
IS IT THEN, 


DIANA? 


NEST MONTH: The fall of t 
Hnd in March: The epic conclusion in DARK NIGHTS: METAL #5! 


Every niu, For 
YEARS NOW, CADEN 
PARK’S DREAM 
HAS BEGLIN THE 
SAME WAY. 


AROLIND HIM 
ARE OTHERS 
LIKE HIMSELF. 


HE IS 
RUNNING FOR 
HIS LIFE. 


HUNTED FOR A 
TERRIBLE SECRET 
COURSING THROUGH 
HIS VEINS. 


TEENAGERS WITH 
SPECIAL ABILITIES THEY 
HAVE ONLY BEGLIN TO 
UNPERSTAND. 


THEY RLIN TOWARD 
THEIR SALVATION. A 
PLACE WHERE THEY 
CAN LEARN THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THEMSELVES. 


BUT CADEN KNOWS 
NONE OF THEM WILL 


AND MOST 
NMGHTS, HE'S 
RIGHT, 


| EVER REACH (7. HELL 
NEVER FIND THEM. 


DEATH CATCHES 
EACH OF THEM, 
ONE BY ONE. 


THE PAIN ALWAYS 
FEELS 30 REAL. 
HE PRAYS FOR 
(T TO STOP. 


AND ENGULE 
, ee 
OR FOR A FAMILIAR ~ 

HAND TO TAKE HIM ‘ LIGHT. 
BY THE SHOLILDER. 


PRAYS TO WAKE, 
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WHO THE 
1 HELL ARE 
/ 


-— 


— A 
} I THINK 
i YOU KNOW THE 
y 4 ANSWER. I THINK 
YOU'VE ALWAYS 
KNOWN... 


FIGHT. 


GET UP AND 
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